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2021 Annual Report - 65th Anniversary Edition

Established in 1956, the Dog Aid Society is an independent dog  
welfare charity based in Edinburgh. We provide invaluable services to 
dog owners all over Scotland through various schemes. We turned 65 this 

year and are so proud we are able to carry on the good work.

The Dog Aid Society offers several Schemes to support dogs and their 
owners facing hard times. Our Neutering Scheme provides vouchers 

towards getting dogs neutered to avoid unwanted litters and for health 
benefits. Our Veterinary Aid Scheme gives contributions to applicants in 
need facing an unexpected vet bill, helping dogs get the veterinary care 

they may otherwise go without.

At the Dog Aid Society, we provide a personal and comprehensive 
rehoming service. We rehome dogs of all breeds, sizes and ages and as we 
do not have kennels we work on a home to home basis matching dogs to 

suitable homes. Once in their new homes the Society vaccinates, 
microchips and neuters all our dogs to promote responsible dog 

ownership. We ensure new owners and dogs have the support they need. 
Our dedicated Dog Welfare Officer provides support during and after the 

rehoming process.

DASS is an independent charity, we receive no government funding. 
All of our funds come from legacies, donations, memberships and 

fundraising events. 
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About Us



Our  Objectives

To find new homes for dogs whose present owners are unable or 
unwilling to continue ownership.
To provide veterinary help for those in need.
To help reduce the number of unwanted dogs by providing         
Neutering Vouchers.
To encourage and give information on responsible dog ownership. 
To advance dog welfare.

Chairperson’s Report - By Margery Bruce: 
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I’m delighted to say that thanks to our excellent loyal staff who continued                 
working from their homes throughout the various lockdowns, Dog Aid Society of 
Scotland is still here and working well despite the problems thrown at us by way of 
health and other restrictions during the year.   
We have kept up to date and dealing efficiently with considerably increased          
numbers of applications for the Vet Aid and Neutering Voucher Schemes.  We were 
able to continue assisting members of the public by telephone with helpful advice 
on a number of varied concerns and worries about their dogs.
Rehoming had to be withdrawn for a number of months at the start of the year but 
returned in July - however only a few requests were received for this service for the 
rest of the year.
Board of Trustees - We were joined by a number of new Trustees during the year 
which gave the charity new confidence and reassurance in looking to the future.   
Janis Neilson, Harvey Carruthers, Victoria Bradley and Deborah Newman. Sadly 
Deborah Newman was with us for just a short time due to pressure of work in her 
very full-time job. 
Advertising this year has been extensive in the media including on the back of an 
Edinburgh bus which was seen on a number of bus routes around the city - by a 
number of our supporters who phoned to say they had seen it.  Hopefully no-one 
drove into the back of the bus while reading it!
Trustee Iain Butt - a qualified vet - continued his involvement with All4Paws - a 
walk-in free pet clinic run by Veterinary students at the Royal Dick Veterinary 
College in Edinburgh for those who are homeless or vulnerably housed around the 
city.   During lockdown the clinic was contactable by phone and some requests were 
referred to PDSA for further attention. 
Our intrepid staff and one of our Trustees took part in a sponsored walk which 
raised sufficient funds to provide a defibrillator for the neighbouring community to 
our office.   It is installed at the front door.   
Bravery Award - a new venture for DASS - was won by Labrador “HUGO” who 
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brought public attention to his owner who had fallen by the frozen canal near 
their  home.   
Please keep in mind that we have dog related items for sale either at the office or 
online or website so if you want to buy a surprise for your dog do have a look.   We 
also have excellent facemasks that can be washed and re-used.
Later in the year the Board of Trustees decided that the time had come to appoint 
a Chief Executive and over the next few months an agency set the wheels in 
motion and all at DASS are happy that since early May 2022 we have a remarkably 
well experienced CEO in post.  I’d like to welcome Ross Macfadyen to the Dog Aid 
Society and express how much the Board and I - as well as the staff team - are 
looking forward to working with our new CEO going forward. 
The Society’s future is looking brighter than ever with lots of new ideas and           
opportunities being explored. To all who read this Annual Report I hope you will 
follow our achievements with renewed interest and continued support. 
If at any time you wish to know more about the Society or any aspect of our work, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch in whichever way is easiest for you or drop in 
to our Edinburgh office.

It is my privilege to have been appointed the first Chief Executive of the Dog Aid 
Society of Scotland. 
I took up post in the middle of May 2022 and in a short space of time learned the 
undeniable passion which exists for this fantastic charity. That passion is evident in 
the staff, our Trustee Board and Chair and the many many supporters and 
customers with whom I have been fortunate to meet so far. 
My ambition is to grow that passion and genuinely make DASS much better 
known across Scotland for the brilliant work it does every day. There are so many             
compelling opportunities for us to do more and increase our reach to provide 
much needed help and support for more dogs. That help and support in the 
current financial climate has never been more needed - and we are seeing this  
playing out on an almost daily basis through the calls and messages we receive 
from numerous people needing assistance. 
Whilst the ambition will never be to make our charity the biggest in the country, 
as CEO I do want it to be amongst the best and most respected. 
I’m incredibly excited about what we can all do to achieve greater results and take 
enormous pride in leading the charity into what will certainly be a challenging but 
achievable strategic period. I aim to publish the strategic plan for the Society in 
the coming months and set out precisely what our key objectives will be for the 
coming period of time. 
As someone reading our Annual Report, I hope I can rely on your support to 
achieve great results for dogs across Scotland.

 A Note From Our CEO, Ross Macfadyen:



N e w s

DASS’ 65th Anniversary and Scotland’s K9 Bravery Award: 2021 
marked the Society’s 65th year and to celebrate, the K9 Bravery 
Award was launched. DASS ran a bravery award in the past and we 
wanted to bring some uplifting news into the world. Read more 
about this on page 6.

Lockdown: During the different phases of lockdown in 2021, the DASS 
team was able to work efficiently by ‘hybrid working’. With one staff                                         
member in the office, we followed distancing rules but also kept the office 
open for anyone to make contact for help. The team are proud to have kept all                                            
communications going throughout the pandemic, which was helped by several 
technical improvements.

New Website: The Society’s web designer and tech extraordinaire, John Jones 
of TS Scotland, refreshed the Society’s website with a much-needed update. It 
is now easier to navigate and more efficient for visitors and staff as applicants 
to our Neutering and Veterinary Aid Schemes can 
apply directly online. You can also sign up to the 
Society’s regular email newsletters at the bottom of 
the website. Many thanks to John for his hard work.

Defibrillator Install: In the spring of 2020 the Society used its annual                                  
sponsored challenge to raise money for a defibrillator machine to 
put outside the office for the local area. Understandably, the total 
raised was below target but the Board agreed to fulfil its intention 
for the community. The defibrillator was installed in 2021. The DASS 
office is by a large crossing that can be chaotic and staff have          
witnessed accidents in the past. We hope the machine is never   

needed but if it is, it is ready for use at 60 Blackford Avenue.

2021 AGM and Constitution Changes: The 2021 AGM was held on 21                         
September, over Zoom. Members were notified in advance of the vote to 
makes changes to the constitution, which were passed. These changes are that 
virtual meetings are now officially permitted to replace in-person meetings, 
and the minimum amount of Trustees on the Board was lowered from four to 
three. If you are a member and would like more information about this, please 
contact the office or Kitty at secretary@dogaidsociety.com.
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Celebrating  65  Years  of  DASS
The Society turned 65 years old in 2021 and to celebrate, we relaunched 

our Bravery Award.

DASS used to give medals 
every year to dogs or their 

owners who showed great courage in a 
challenging situation. For some examples, see 
the next feature. So for 2021 in the spirit of 
celebrating our grand age and good news in 
darker times, we launched Scotland’s K9 
Bravery Award. We wanted to find dogs 
that had acted courageously to help in a        
life-threatening situation. Entries were open 
from 15 March to 1 October and the winner 
was announced on 25 October. 

The winner was Hugo, a loyal Labrador 
that saved his owner Mr Watson when he 
fell unconscious onto a frozen canal. Hugo                         
continued to stand by Mr Watson until his 
presence caught the attention of passers-by 
and Mr Watson was discovered. An ambulance 
was called and Mr Watson luckily made a full 
recovery.

Although Hugo has sadly passed away now, 
the K9 Bravery Award was presented to Mr             
Watson and his family in November. The       
Watsons are very proud of Hugo and continue 
to spread the word of his bravery, loyalty and 
love for his owner. 
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Scotland’s K9 Bravery 
Award



In 1962, Glen the Border Collie was presented 
with the Society’s Bronze Medal. His owner 
had taken him for a walk in the Lochinver hills 
and had been missing for 9 days. They were         
eventually found with Glen lying on his owner 
to keep him warm and protected. It was difficult 
for rescuers to get Glen to remove himself from 
his post. Very impressive loyalty and devotion 
from Glen.

Bravery Award Archives

Macushla the 6-year-old German 
Shepherd was given a Bronze Bravery Award 
Medal by DASS in Dundee, in 1965. She 
defended her master’s business when 
robbers tried to steal from the safe. Macushla 
managed to make the robbers retreat, despite 
sustaining head injuries from being beaten with 
a tyre lever. Luckily, she recovered and enjoyed 
being made a fuss of for her great heroism.

On 3 May 1978, Bobby a small Jack Russell 
woke up the wardens at the Children’s Home 
in Pitlochry. A fire had started in the kitchen 
and the wardens were able to evacuate all 
the children thanks to Bobby’s barking. He 
was given the Society’s Hero Award Plaque 
by Commander Nelson of the local fire 
brigade who stopped the fire.
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DASS: A  Brief  Timeline

1956 - The Dog Aid Society of Scotland was started by a man named 
Paul Pease. He “indicated the need for a specialised Society in Scotland 
for the Welfare of dogs, and the guidance and help of 
dog owners.” 

1957 – With the generous donation from two American 
women, DASS started a fund to donate monthly food 
parcels to sheep dogs in Scotland. DASS set up a petition 
to stop Laika the Sputnik dog getting sent into space. 
This year we also began the Bravery Awards; the first 
one was to Scot a Collie who saved his owner’s life when 
a bull attacked him at his farm. Scot held the bull at bay until Mr Edgar 
could crawl under the fence and out of the field. 

1958 - The Veterinary Aid Scheme started for 
pensioners and people with disabilities. 

1960 - We opened a branch in Fife and helped 
pensioners feed their dogs on Christmas Day.

1964 – Our kennels near Bilston opened (in 1970 a branch in Aberdeen 
and 1972 a branch in Dundee also opened). The Aberdeen branch was 
short-lived, it closed in 1977 due to less popularity and in 1972 there 
was a fire at the Bilston kennels. 

1973 - Still sending food parcels to sheep dogs.

1990 - Purchased the current office at Blackford Avenue. 

1994 – The first annual Sponsored Walk and we were still 
doing the Bravery Award. The Neutering Scheme was 
also started this year after the Society received a grant of 
£2,000. 

1997 - We began the Bequeath Service which continues today. 
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2001 - The Dog Fouling Project was launched; purchased 
dog fouling bins and distributed them around Scotland. 

2006 – 50-year anniversary of DASS.

2007 – Jay Crawford, our Honorary President’s first year in the role 
after the Society successfully rehomed a dog to the 
Crawford’s.

2011 – A new DASS van was purchased, making our 
Welfare Officer’s job a little easier.

2013 - We held our first Summer Fete and joined Facebook. 

2014 - The Society rebranded to its current look. 

2017 - We upgraded to a larger van allowing our Welfare Office to 
collect and deliver dogs for rehoming all over the 
country. 

2020 – The ‘DASS Bus’ made her maiden voyage around 
Edinburgh City and the Lothians. The advert covering the full back of 
a Lothian bus will continue to travel throughout the area until August 
2022. 
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As you can see, DASS has tried many 
things and we continue to evolve 
how we operate. We are proud we 
are still running our Rehoming and 

Schemes, 65 years later.



The  Society’s  Schemes

Food and Veterinary Treatment Fund

The Society helps dogs by supporting owners going through 
financially hard times. Our support often allows the owner to keep their 
dog through our schemes or training support from our Welfare Officer. 

In some cases the Society may be asked to rehome a dog that has a 
medical condition such as epilepsy, diabetes, allergies or arthritis. The 
Society offers new DASS dog owners financial assistance with veterinary 
bills related to health conditions when they take on one of our dogs 
with an existing medical condition. This is made possible by the 
Society’s Food and Veterinary Treatment Fund (Vet Fund) which 
supports dogs for the remainder of their lives in their new homes. 
This service helps to relieve any financial worry prospective new owners 
may have when taking a dog with an existing condition. 

The Society is currently assisting a total of 36 dogs re-homed with 
pre-existing conditions through the Vet Fund and older dogs through 
our Old Dog Scheme. There are currently 13 dogs with pre-existing 
conditions covered by our Vet Fund with such conditions as arthritis, 
incontinence, epilepsy, pancreatitis, Cushing’s disease and skin                 
conditions.

Elvis the American Bulldog was 
rehomed in 2014 when he was 3 
and a half years old as his owners 
experienced a change in 
circumstances, a new baby. Now 11, 
Elvis is an older gent and is slowing 
down. He now has a new pup friend 
to keep him young but Elvis likes to 
take things easy. Elvis suffers from 
skin allergies that the Society helps 
towards when necessary, meaning 
Elvis and his owner can focus on 
enjoying each other’s company.
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Old Dog Scheme

The Food and Veterinary Treatment Fund also covers the Society’s Old 
Dog Scheme. When the Society rehomes a dog that is 8 years old or 
older, all their non-routine veterinary bills for life can be covered by the 
Society if the new owners wish. This excludes routine treatments such as 
vaccinations and worming or flea treatment. Older dogs can be easier to 
handle as they are house-trained, generally less energetic and also tend 
to have a lot of character. Older dogs can be very loveable and great 
companions in the right home! This scheme ensures they have a fair 
chance of finding loving new owners.

It is common for the Society to receive many old dogs for rehoming in a 
normal year and we assisted 7 out of a possible 17 old dogs on our 
roster who required care in 2021. Due to the pandemic, we have not had 
any new dogs added to the Scheme but we are delighted to give you an 
update on Robbie, who we featured in our 2019 annual report:

Robbie the West Highland Terrier 
was rehomed by the Society in 2019 
at 8 years old. 
Robbie loves his new home and is 
best friends with his new owner. He 
gets on with all the family and has 
become everyone’s favourite.
As Robbie was 8 years old when he 
was rehomed, the Society have 
supported the cost of his  vet       
treatment and medication bad skin. 
As you can see, Robbie still enjoys 
breaks from being a devoted 
side-kick with some sun-bathing.
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Neutering Scheme
The Society understands the importance of having dogs neutered to 
prevent unwanted litters and any health difficulties in their lives. 
For over 25 years the Society has provided a Neutering Scheme to                                   
financially assist dog owners on benefits or a low income to get their 
dog ‘done’. Neutering has many health benefits and can help to prevent 
conditions such as testicular cancer, mammary tumours and pyometra. 
It can also have behavioural benefit by calming a dog’s temperament.

The Society offers a £75 voucher for neutering male dogs and a 
£100 voucher for female spaying, as typically this procedure is more 
expensive than having males neutered. The aim of the vouchers is 
to help dog  owners on a low income who are unable 
to afford the full cost of having their dog 
neutered. The voucher should be accepted at all local vets 
except the PDSA, but we would advise owners to check this beforehand.

The Neutering Scheme is extremely popular - we assisted with the 
neutering of 162 more dogs in Scotland this year than in 2020. 
This means DASS spent a total of £28,808 on assisting with the 
neuter and spay of 329 dogs in 2021. This is a truly significant increase 
but the Society is committed to continuing this Scheme as long as it can. 

This year the Society helped 
Milo, a 6-year-old Chihuahua, 
get neutered with one of our £75 
neutering vouchers. 
Milo is now fully recovered from 
his procedure and back 
to his charming self.
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Veterinary Aid Scheme
The Veterinary Aid Scheme provides financial assistance to dog owners 
on benefits or a low income to help towards any unexpected veterinary 
bills. Owners can apply for help by calling to request a form or printing 
one from our website. Each case is discussed by our Board of Trustees 
after all the necessary information has been received. This helps to 
ensure dogs from less financially stable homes can get veterinary 
treatment they would otherwise struggle to save for or receive at all. 
During 2021 the Society assisted 98 dogs who were in desperate need of 
vet care and who may not have received it without our help. This came 
to a cost of £24,813 and is another increase compared to the 66 dogs 
helped in 2020. We expect a further rise in demand for 2022 and beyond 
as veterinary and living costs increase. 
Ailments the Scheme helped towards this year included a Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier requiring pyometra surgery, a French Bulldog with BOAS    
surgery, a Labrador with spinal issues, a Mastiff Cross with skin allergies, 
a Whippet with Evans Syndrome, a Chihuahua with final care, and a 
Lhasa Apso suffering from kidney failure.

Rio the 4-year-old Belgian Malinois was 
suffering from elbow dysplasia and 
spondylosis and required humeral 
intracondylar fissure surgery on both 
front legs. Of course this was very 
costly, but the Society contributed the 
maximum for one Vet Aid case (£1,000) 
towards Rio’s care. It has been a long 
road of recovery for Rio as he needed 
the surgery redone after a bad infection 
even when his owners kept an eagle eye 
the wounds. His owner has missed doing 
IGP with Rio (tracking, obedience and 
protection). They loved taking part in it 
at the local dog sports club. For now, Rio 
is slowly coming out of recovery and his 
owners are seeing their joyful Rio come 
back. 
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Rio enjoying time in the park 
recently after his long recovery.



In addition, another 11 dogs were assisted with on-going monthly 
treatment which included a Spaniel with heart failure, a Labrador with 
diabetes, a Staffordshire Bull Terrier with arthritis, a Border Collie with 
epilepsy and a West Highland Terrier with diabetes.

Anya is a 10-year-old Yorkshire 
Terrier that suffers from epilepsy. The 
Society contributes on a monthly 
basis towards her costly medication 
which keeps her seizures at bay and 
lets her get on being her little cheeky 
self. She is a classic case of small dog, 
big personality. Anya is very special to 
her owner and family, they could not 
love her more. And as you can see, 
she is also a great poser.

The Society firmly believes a big part of being a 
responsible dog owner is picking up your dog’s waste. 

In order to encourage this, the Society 
supplies dog waste disposal bags which are available 
from our office at 60 Blackford Avenue, Edinburgh. 

These are great quality, strong, biodegradable bags. 
We do appreciate a small donation for them. 

All donations are used to fund the purchase of the 
bags.

Dog Fouling Scheme
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Dog  Rehoming  Procedure

Making the decision to rehome a dog can be an extremely difficult 
one, but the Society offers a rehoming service that prioritises the dog’s 
needs. 

This is how the Dog Aid Society rehomes all dogs...

1. The owner is asked to complete a questionnaire about the dog’s  
personality, their current circumstances and needs. 

2. Once the Society receives the forms, the Welfare Officer will              
visit the dog in its home to conduct an assessment and gain more                          
information about the dog. From this, the Welfare Officer can decide 
what type of home would suit the dog best.

3. The dog’s information is added to our website where potential new 
owners can view and apply for the dog. 

4. When a suitable application comes in, the Welfare Officer carries out 
a home visit to meet the applicants and assess their suitability.

5. The Welfare Officer will collect the dog and its belongings from its 
current home and after a full health check at our vet it will be taken 
to its new home.

6. After around two weeks of a settling-in period, the Welfare Officer 
will visit the dog in its new home to make sure it is comfortable, 
happy and healthy and that the prospective new owner is confident 
that the dog will fit in with the family. Only at this point will the dog 
be signed over to the new owner. 

7. While protecting the new owner’s identity, the Society can let the 
previous owners know how re-homed dogs are getting on and           
always encourages updates and photographs from the new owners. 
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Benefits of Rehoming with the Society
If you are in the position to welcome a new addition into your family, 
there are many reasons why you should adopt a dog from the Society:

• We provide a caring and personal service for each and every dog. 
• We conduct home checks and follow up visits to make sure we match 

the right dog to your family. 
• We rehome all breeds of dog, including more unusual breeds and 

crosses. 
• Our service is available all over Scotland and our Welfare Officer  

covers the whole of the country to find a suitable home. 
• We pay for our dogs to be neutered, vaccinated and microchipped. If 

they are over 8 years old or have a pre-existing condition the Society 
will support you with the vet bills.  

• As we have asked for the dog’s history there should be no nasty     
surprises, and if it doesn’t work out during the settling-in period we 
will collect the dog. 

• We also offer training advice and support to help your new friend 
settle in.

• All we ask for is a nominal rehoming fee, irrespective of breed.
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Pictured on this Annual Report front 
cover from 1987 is Deleas, a 3 year old        
German Shepherd. She was rehomed by the                         
Society that year. Like some dogs rehomed 
by us today, Deleas was nervous and shy but 
she grew into a confident dog with her new 
owner. The photo here shows Deleas and her 
owner Mr McCulloch after she won first place 
at obedience trials at the Royal    
Highland Show, qualifying for the 1988 Crufts 
obedience trials. 
Successes like these are still celebrated at the 
Society. We love hearing great stories of our 
rehomed dogs becoming more confident and 
comfortable in their new homes, and yes, 
sometimes learning new tricks!



2021 Rehoming

We were delighted to re-open our rehoming service in July of 2021. It 
was a slow start as things were still very uncertain and working from 
home was still the norm, but we did rehome the lovely Luna:

Luna the 3-year-old Labradoodle came to the Society as her previous 
owners did not have the time for her. We were able to find the perfect 
home where Luna would get to adventure outside a lot. Luna has settled 
well and her new owners love her mischievousness and her energy. 
Luna has loved running on beaches and climbing hills.  Nothing tires her 
out, she loves to be active. And when she’s not, she loves attention in 
any form. “She gives the best dug hugs ever!”  Luna is going to dog 
training and is getting on well so far. It is tricky to get a good photo of 
Luna as she rarely stays still, but she does when in her “squirrel spotting 
position”:
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Luna



In  Memoriam:  Remembering  DASS  Dogs 

Below is a small selection of DASS dogs the Society lost in 2021. 
We are proud to give all our dogs a second chance in life and we are indebted 

to their owners who give them such loving and happy homes.

Casper was rehomed by the                 
Society in 2013 when he was 5 
years old. The Vizla Cross could be a 
little nervous, particularly of young       
children but the Society found 
a home where Casper would be 
happy and comfortable. He made 
a great companion for all his new 
family and eventually a perfect role 
model for their puppy too. Casper 
loved a warm and comfortable spot, 
lots of fuss, and sausages. Sadly he 
succumbed to cancer in early 2021. 
He will be greatly missed by his 
family and friends.

Finn the Border Collie was 8 and a half 
years old when the Society rehomed him in 
2019. Finn was not comfortable living with 
children in his previous home and could be 
quite nervous. 
We found Finn an adult-only home and he 
became the best companion for his new 
owner, they did everything together. Finn 
spent his days going on lots of lovely walks 
and being with his new best friend. Finn 
passed in March 2021 due to a very invasive           
cancer. His owner misses his beloved dog 
and beautiful friend.
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Belle was a Springer Spaniel rehomed in 2006 
as a young pup of 9 months old. “She was the 
loveliest dog ever, she was a real sweetheart. 
Belle was funny, clever, brave and didn’t have 
a bad bone in her body.” Her owners were 
very proud of her. 
“She was a wonderful companion and our 
hearts are broken. The house is not the same 
without her.” Belle passed in May at the grand 
age of 15, going on 16, years old.

Benji the Beagle was rehomed by the 
Society in 2015 at the age of 7. He suffered 
from epilepsy and the Society helped with 
the cost of his medication. 
Benji loved having lots of company in his new 
home and going for long walks. His favourite 
pastime (or party trick) was stealing food!

Peaches the Chinese Crested was 
rehomed in 2019, aged 10. 
Peaches was also uncomfortable 
around children in her previous 
home. She came to us with many 
health issues to face but she was 
well taken care of and always a 
trooper. She passed on New Year’s 
Eve, 2021. She is sorely missed, her 
owners doted on her and are very 
proud of how brave she was going 
through all her health issues, yet 
still had a very loving nature.
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The Society will find a safe and loving new home for dogs whose      
owners are faced with the worry that they have no-one who would 
be able or willing to take in their dog(s) should anything happen to 
them. We understand some owners may fear their dog will outlive 
them but if this happens and you are signed up to our dog bequeath                                        
service, Forever After, the Society will find your dog a new forever home.

This service is available to all dog owners in Scotland and is completely 
free. The owner will be asked to complete a form which contains all 
their contact details and information about their dog’s temperament, 
personality and any medical needs. If the worst happens, the Society 
will be contacted and our Welfare Officer will collect the dog and they 
will be placed in emergency kennel care. We will use the information 
provided on the completed forms to determine what type of home 
would be best suited for the dog. Once a home is found, our Welfare 
Officer will conduct the same thorough home checks carried out when 
re-homing all our dogs. If any veterinary treatment is required the 
Society will ensure this is carried out under its Vet Fund and if it is 
over 8 years old, it will be covered by the Society’s Old Dog Scheme.

By offering this service we hope to provide dog owners 
with peace of mind that their much-loved companions will 
always be cared for in a loving home. The Society is here for 
those who would take comfort in signing up to this service.

If you would like to find out more or request the forms to 
register your dog for Forever After please contact the Society’s office 
on 0131 668 3633 or by emailing enquiries@dogaidsociety.com. You 
can also read about it on our website at www.dogaidsociety.com. 

Forever After: DASS Dog 
Bequeath Service
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DASS & Greyfriars Bobby

In 2021, 13th May marked 40 years since the Dog Aid 
Society of Scotland installed the current headstone 
for Greyfriars Bobby at Greyfriars Kirkyard near the 
Grassmarket in the centre of Edinburgh. 

Bobby was a Skye Terrier whose story was                       
widely told in the 19th century as it was said he 
spent 14 years guarding his late owner’s grave. His 
story has inspired books and Hollywood films. On 
13 May 1981, Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester, 

unveiled Bobby’s gravestone which is inscribed “Greyfriars Bobby. Died 
14th January 1872 aged 16 years. Let his loyalty and devotion be a 
lesson to us all”. 

The Society also attended the           
centenary celebrations in 1972 
with a  memorial service by the                           
Minister of Greyfriars Kirk and a      
gathering in the Kirk Yard. 
Also in attendance was a Skye               
Terrier also called Bobby that had 
played Greyfriars  Bobby in the 

1961 Disney film depicting the story. There were many children at the                        
gathering in the Kirkyard and outside by Greyfriars 
Bobby’s statue, with their own loyal canines. 
The Society placed a wreath around the statue 
on the street outside the Kirkyard gates. On the 
wreath was the message, “In  memory of Bobby 
whose loyalty and devotion are an object lesson 
to us all.” 
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Top to bottom:
1981 Annual Report with H.R.H. Duke of Gloucester with a small 
bronze of Bobby from the Society.
The unveiling ceremony in 1981 with South Morningside 
children’s choir and a piper.
1972 report front cover showing the gathering at Bobby’s 

statue on a corner of George IV Bridge. 21



For the goal of the 2021 Spring Sponsored Challenge, the team used the 
average number of bones in a dog’s body as inspiration. The aim was to 
cover 320 miles as a team of four in the month of April to raise funds for 
the Society’s Neutering Scheme. To spread awareness of a dog’s body 
and health, facts about dogs were also posted on the DASS Facebook 
page throughout the month. Luckily, lockdown restrictions  began to 
ease and with better weather, it was very enjoyable to the team to get 
out more for the step count. Spurred on by your donations, the team 
met its 320-mile goal, with some help from the Trustees too. 
An amazing total of £1,722 was raised for the Neutering Scheme so 
thank you all very much for your support. 
Sadly, all other events could not take place due to the pandemic.          
However in 2022, the team plans to attend the Dog’s Day Out at Traquair 
House on Sunday 17 July. The event is open 11am to 5pm. Please come 
along for a nice day out at the lovely grounds of the Traquair estate and 
say hello.
You can keep up to date with all events through our Facebook and           
Instagram pages or the DASS website. 

2021 Winter Fundraising 

Despite another year without the Winter Fete, DASS had a fairly                 
successful winter fundraising period, thanks to your support. There was 
a total of £1,995.50 raised from the brochure which sold dog and human 
gifts, Christmas cards and DASS merchandise. 

The Society’s 2021 Raffle had various prizes up for grabs including 
Amazon, M&S and Pets at Home vouchers, plus a chance to get a free 
dog training or photoshoot session. The raffle raised an impressive 
£1,412.25 which also includes donations. Thank you so much to all who 
entered or sent donations!

2021 - 2022 Events
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2021 Christmas Raffle 



Sign up to our online newsletter today - 
go to dogaidsociety.com and sign up at the bottom of  the 
Home page so you can keep up to date with all DASS news.

The Society’s Winter Brochure is available during the festive pe-
riod with a great selection of gifts for dogs and for friends and 
family. It also features a selection of Dog Aid Society branded 
Christmas cards. We try to provide a variety of styles and some 
will be on sale, so get your 
Christmas bargains here!
The DASS shop still provides collars, leads, toys and accessories. 
We take card payments, so do not hesitate to call to pay for a 
Brochure order over the phone or come see our shop in person 
if you can. 
Brochures are available from October when they will be sent to 
our members and supporters. To place an order or request a 
brochure please call the office on 0131 668 3633. 
Alternatively, it can be found on our website at 
www.dogaidsociety.com. If you would like to be 
added to our mailing list (or removed) please 
contact the office or 
Clare at enquiries@dogaidsociety.com. 
The proceeds of all sales support the 
dogs that come to us for rehoming and 
veterinary care.

Winter Brochure

You can now get DASS face masks! Order online or visit the office.
3 ply with filter pocket, adjustable ear straps and nose bridge. 
For only £7 each, or £12 for two, or £15 for 3 masks.

New!New!
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Never let your dog attack or intimidate farm animals, or approach 
people uninvited
Avoid entering fields with lambs or other young animals
If you need to walk in a field with farm animals, keep your dog on a 
short lead and as far from the animals as possible
If cattle start acting aggressively and move towards you, stay calm 
and let your dog go. Move towards the closest safe route out of the 
field
Do not walk with your dog in crop fields (vegetable or fruit) unless 
there is a clear path. Keep your dog to that path
From April to July is breeding season for birds that nest on or near 
the ground. Keep your dog on a short lead when in moorland,     
forests, grasslands, loch and sea shores
Make sure you can always see your dog. If in doubt – put your dog 
on the lead. 

And please pick up your dog’s waste and even take it home with you 
if there are no bins! Dog waste can spread disease to livestock. 

For more information, consult www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot. 

Countryside Code – Responsible Dog
Walking in Scotland’s Great Outdoors

As the number of dog owners grows and the 
weather improves, it may be the right time 
to give a reminder of how to enjoy the great 
outdoors responsibly. 

In Scotland, you can freely walk on most wild 
land and enjoy the outdoors but you must 
follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code. 

Dog owners have the same access rights as others, as long as they can keep 
dogs under proper control. 

People walking their dogs should take responsibility to: 
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Vet Corner
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In 2021 we helped 50% more dogs under the Vet Aid Scheme than the previous year. 
This reflected the huge increase in dog ownership as people working from home 
due to Covid restrictions sought companionship from man’s best friend. Due to this 
increase and increasing veterinary fees we have had to keep our contributions to an 
average 35% of total fees, up to a maximum of £1,000 per case. Again, we saw a 
variety of conditions and diseases and were able to help in almost every case. 

There was a noticeable increase in the number of brachycephalic dogs (short nosed 
breeds such as French Bulldogs and Pugs) requiring help, mainly for breathing       
problems and spinal issues. These conditions usually require expensive specialist 
treatment which adds to the Society’s costs. Here are some other conditions we 
were able to assist with this year:

- A disease called pyometra which occurs in bitches that have not been                                       
neutered. It classically happens in the older age group of dogs not long after being 
in season when hormones from the ovaries act on the womb and cause it to fill up 
with blood and pus which can make the dog very ill and if left untreated can be fatal.              
Treatment of choice is surgery to remove the womb and ovaries and is normally 
highly successful. It is therefore advisable to have your bitch neutered if you are not 
planning to breed from her to avoid this condition.

- We helped a couple of dogs with retained testicles, in one instance a 2 year old 
Pomeranian. As a male puppy develops inside his mum the testicles should end up 
in his scrotum, but sometimes one testicle remains in the abdomen and if left it can 
be more prone to becoming cancerous or twisted. The surgery to remove it is more 
invasive than a normal castration and is covered under the Vet Aid Scheme. 

- We helped a number of dogs with sugar diabetes. This requires a lot of                                    
commitment from the owners having to inject their dog once or twice a day with 
insulin. It is an ongoing disease requiring periodic checks on blood sugar levels 
and buying insulin and syringes from their vet which can be quite a hefty monthly             
expense. Owners should investigate ordering insulin online from a reputable website 
to save on costs. Other conditions that require lifelong help include various heart 
conditions, skin diseases and arthritis. 
DASS is proud to to have supported so many dogs and owners in 2021. We look      
forward to another year of aiding dogs in Scotland.

 - Iain Butt  BVM&S, MRCVS



The Society was the grateful recipient of the following legacies and donations 
in 2021 without which we would have struggled to maintain stability: 

Legacies
Miss Bettina MacInnes           
Miss Henrietta Boyd Smart Dick       
Mrs Margaret E. MacDougall           
Mr Alan Hall                                
Ms Patricia MacLure                
Mrs Mary E. Oppliger   
Mr M. Wise           
Miss Seonaid McKay

Trusts
Elizabeth McGregor-Dziniak Charitable 
Trust for Animals                                    

The Society would be unable to provide support to so many dogs and dog 
owners around Scotland without the help of many businesses and individuals. 
Our most sincere thanks go to: 
• The Society’s Honorary President Jay Crawford for his support.
• The staff at ICR Veterinary Surgeons at Loanhead and Two Rivers Veterinary 
Practice for the care they provide to the Society’s dogs.
• Jane and David McLuckie at Cranstoun Boarding Kennels for always giving 
love and care to our dogs when they need it most. 
• To all the vet practices, The Avenue Store and Well Edinburgh (Mayfield 
Road) who continue to support us through the Dog Aid collection boxes at their 
premises. 
• Arran Dog Bakery for their generosity and continued support.
• Floor Covering International for their neighbourly support and friendly faces.
• Every kind person who has taken a DASS dog into their home and for showing 
compassion and dedication to rescue dogs.
Finally, our heartfelt thanks go to our members and friends of DASS; without 
their loyal support we would be unable to continue our valuable work assisting 
dogs all over Scotland. 

Legacies

26

£1,565.43
£50,571.75
£27,674.77
£41.79
£16,669.08
£1,000
£3,383.11
£1,000

£6,000

Thanks



Membership Form
For New Members

Gift Aid It        Make your subscription worth 25% more at no extra cost to you! 
Yes, I am a UK taxpayer and I want to Gift Aid my membership subscription and 
any membership subscriptions or donations I make in the future to the Dog Aid 
Society of Scotland. I understand that if I pay Income Tax and /or Capital Gains Tax 
in a year less than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax 

year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Thank you for your kind support, if you pay tax please consider ticking the 
Gift Aid box below.

Thank You!
To find out how we use and protect any information you give us in this form, please see 

our privacy policy on our website www.dogaidsociety.com or contact us 
(see details above) and we will send you a copy of it.

To help dogs in Scotland, I enclose

     Cash

     Cheque / P.O (payable to Dog Aid Society of Scotland)

     Standing Order - see overleaf
Or you can pay by debit/credit card by calling the office on 0131 668 3633.

Please tick your chosen membership and amount:
Single Annual Joint Annual* Life Membership
£10.00 £15.00 £50.00

*Joint Annual is for two members living at the same address.

Name........................................................................................................
Address.....................................................................................................
.................................................................................Post Code..................
Telephone No. ..................................................................

Signature.......................................................... Date............................
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Standing Order
To arrange a standing order for membership please enter the following 
details and send to:
Dog Aid Society of Scotland, 60 Blackford Avenue, Edinburgh, EH9 3ER.

Name................................................................................................
Address.........................................................................................................
Postcode...................................... Tel. No. ...................................................

Please arrange the folllowing standing order and debit the account accordingly.
Please ensure the commencement date is at least a month away.

Your Account Details
Account Name ......................................................................................
Account Number ...................................................................................
Sort Code ...............................................................................................
Bank Name ............................................................................................
Bank Address .........................................................................................
Payee Details
Dog Aid Society of Scotland
Account Number: 10400917
Sort Code: 83-91-46
Bank Name: CAF Bank Limited, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West 
Mailing, Kent, ME19 4JQ
Please tick 
amount

£10.00 £15.00 £50.00 Other 
amount 
£

monthly/annually, commencing........../..........2022 until further notice.
Signature...........................................................Date............................
Thank you for your kind support. If you pay tax, please consider ticking the Gift 

Aid box below.

Gift Aid It         Make your subscription worth 25% more at no extra cost to you! 
Yes, I am a UK taxpayer and I want to Gift Aid my membership subscription and 
any membership subscriptions or donations I make in the future to the Dog Aid 
Society of Scotland. I understand that if I pay Income Tax and /or Capital Gains 
Tax in a year less than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that 

tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

enquiries@dogaidsociety.com
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation No.SC001918

Thank You
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Accounts
This summary has been extracted from the full accounts, which were approved by the 
Trustees on 14th June 2022. It does not constitute the charity’s statutory accounts. 
Copies of the full audited accounts can be obtained by writing to the Society.

SUMMARISED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVTIES FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31ST DECEMEBER 2021 2020
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Income From:
Donations and Legacies
Charitable Activites
Investment Income
Total Income

Expenditure on:
Raising Funds
Charitable Activites
Total Expenditure

Net (Expenditure) before Gains on Investments
Net Gains on Investments
Net Income
Reconciliation of funds:
Total funds brought forward
Total funds carried forward

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2021

Fixed Assets
Tangible Assets
Investments

Current Assets
Stock
Debtors
Cash At Bank & In Hand
Total Current Assets

Creditors: Amounts Falling Due Within One Year
Net Current Assets
Total Net Assets 
Funds: Unrestricted

2021

2021
£

2020
£

        £                     £
71,204

2,186
76,136

149,526

    

(77,536)
414,293
336,757

3,685,286
4,022,043

118,012
3,718,680
3,836,692

4,899
18,294

175,483
198,676

(13,325)
185,351

4,022,043
4,022,043

124,081
3,338,616
3,462,697

3,556
65,016

167,913
236,485

(13,896)
222,589

3,685,286
3,685,286

89,654
3,591

82,885
176,130

        

(25,116)
47,242
22,126

3,663,160
3,685,286

            £
28,453

198,609
227,062

             £
24,733

176,513
201,246



Honorary President: Mr Jay Crawford
Chairperson: Margery Bruce
Trustees: Mr Iain Butt, Ms Jane Spurgeon, Miss Morven Kerr,
Mrs Janis Neilson (appointed January 2021),
Mrs Deborah Newman (appointed February 2021, resigned June 2021),
Mr Harvey Carruthers (appointed February 2021),
Mrs Victoria Bradley (appointed March 2021).

CEO: Ross Macfadyen (May 2022)
Welfare Officer: Helen Jones 
Administrator: Clare Dymond    
Co-ordinator: Kitty Langley         
Treasurer: Julia Taylor

Staff

Office Bearers
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